www.bigfoot-project.eu

Newsletter 4 p.1

Content
Big Foot meetings identify future tracks for intergenerational
learning in mountain areas p.1
Intergenerational Learning and the participatory process key issues for the developmant of mountain areas p.4
Use the Big Foot documents for intergenerational learning
activities p.6

” B i g F oot m eeti n g s i d en ti fy
fu tu re tracks for i n terg en erati on al
l earn i n g i n m ou n tai n areas
The results of the Big Foot project were
presented at two conferences at the
United Nations Office in Vienna and at the
committee of the Regions in Brussels, and
in three national workshops in Rome,
Sofia and Kalambaka. Thus Big Foot has
created interfaces for policy makers,
practitioners working in national and
international networks and adminstrators
involved in different fields of
intergenerational learning and sustainable
mountain development.

Tamara Malkova, Green Dossier, Ukraine, presentenig InRuTou at the
Big Foot Final conference at the Vienna UN Center, 05/06/13

The interaction focused on the streamlining
of the project outputs into future activities.
For that matter the workshops gathered the
participants' input and discussed three main
questions:

1 . How can the work of Big Foot be
sustained in the Big Foot communities and
beyond?
2. What knowledge and skills of the older
and younger people can be used for
Sustainable Regional Development?
3. How can Intergenerational Learning be
as a valuable policy instrument for
Given the transversal character of the topic, used
emphasize was given to the fact to deploy the Sustainable Regional Development?
results to the different relevant fields of
global, European and national policies, as
e.g. family farming, crime prevention,
business development, demographic change,
active ageing, rural development, educational
Michael Huber, e.c.o. institute, Klagenfurt, @ Big
mobility and the protection of national
Foot Final conference, Vienna 05/06/1 3
ressources.
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The results identified during the discussions
could be summarised as follows:

How can the work of Big Foot be
sustained in the Big Foot communities
and beyond?
The topic offered room for a thematic and a
methodological approach. The participants
have considered to develop the variety of
thematic interfaces to which the project
results can be deployed as well as the
benefit of the methodology applied by the
project itself (e.g. the wish to continue to
work with the Big Foot methodology was
mentioned at several occassions).
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Particularly in these workshops ideas were
forwarded to complement the Big-Foot
bottom-up approach with a general vision on
the topic: Thus “ identifying key community
change agents”, the involvement of school
teachers or the implementation for activities
of local organizations were mentioned as an
important goal during these workshops, but
also to “create a better holistic understanding
of the society”.
Workshops with an open discussion, tended
instead to give room to more specific results:
Thus during the workshop in Rome, was
discussed the possibility to integrate results
of the Big Foot project into the best practice
compilation by the CE-ageing platform, or to
use the community based participatory
mapping approach in order to introduce
socio-economic projects on long term rural
development into the design of future Alpine
Space projects.

Slawomir Redo, Institute for Criminal Law and
Criminology, University of Vienna quoting Kofi
Annan @ Big Foot Final conference, Vienna
05/06/1 3

Some workshops made use of the “Give
method”: Each question was written on a flip
chart sheet; the sheets were attached to the
walls of the conference room. Every
participant received a marker to write down
his or her ideas to the questions. In a
second step the ideas are ranked by all
participants, in a third step discussed and
summarised in sub-groups and in a final step
the results presented agin to the full group.

Hristo Monov, member of the Bulgarian Parlaiment
@ Big Foot workshop, Sofia 28/06/1 3
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Translation of the resolution sent to the Bulgaria Parliament
on occassion of the Big Foot WS in Sofia 28/06/13

What knowledge and skills of the older
and younger people can be used for
Sustainable Regional Development?
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How can Intergenerational Learning be
used as a valuable policy instrument for
Sustainable Regional Development?
The answers to the question ranged from
direct involvement and direct action through a
resolution as the one drafted at the workshop
in Sofia, to suggestions for a stronger
formalization through forums, education or
planning gathered from the GIVE-workshops
in Vienna and Brussels.
The level of intervention was also discussed :
There was general agreement about the
importance of the local level, but initiatives
were also started on the national level, as in
Bulgaria, or on the transnational level. In
Bulgaria the Big Foot workshop offered the
opportunity to send a resolution to the
national parliament claiming a better
intergenerational approach for implementing
sustainable mountain development. The
workshop in Rome created an interface to
the green paper developed within th CEAgeing project.

The question invited the participants to
distinguish between knowledge and skills
specific for older and younger people.
However in the direct interaction not all
participants followed this track. During the
GIVE-workshop in Brussels a number of
Furthermore new ideas concerned the
participants suggested that the point is
perception of intergenerational learning as an
elsewhere: in the combination of all the skills expression of « sustainable thinking » or the
through mutual learning, in order to be able to introduction as a strategic cornerstone into
use them in a sustainable manner.
company management.
Otherwise the ideas concerning this question
were mainly process and communication
orientated and targetted the subjects of
« Adaptation », « Experience » or « giving
incentives », which were considered as main
knowledge and skills to be used for the
CE-Ageing Vision for 2050 from the CE-Ageing
future, even though some specific subjects
green paper, presented @ Big Foot WS Rome
were mentioned (e.g. « facebook » for the
younger or « traditional food » for the older). 25/06/1 3 by Jana Machacova, ZSI, Vienna
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However, the notion of sustainable
development, grown over the years - through
the 1 972 Conference of Stockholm, 1 992 Rio
de Janeiro and 2002 Johannesburg -, contains
a clear reference to the “inter-generational
equity”, which requires each generation to use
Viviana Iavicoli
and develop its natural and cultural heritage in
Institute for International Legal Studies –
such a manner that it can be passed on to
ISGI-CNR
future generations in no worse condition that it
Rome
was received. In this context the
equity is intended to meet
This presentation is intended to provide some intergenerational
the needs of the environmental protection with
flashes on several aspects involved in the
requirement of the development for the
sustainable development of mountain areas the
present
and future generations.
from the point of view of international law. In
particular, it aims to draw the contribution of
intergenerational learning in the framework of
the participatory process to realize a
sustainable development.

Intergenerational learning and
participatory process:
key issues for the development of
mountain areas

The starting point is the concept of
sustainable development, which is based on
an holistic approach able to take into
consideration the complexity of the
environmental aspects along with the
interaction of the human activities, namely all
the social, economic, historical and cultural
dimensions.
That implies that the intergenerational
perspective is inherent to the concept of
sustainable development. Indeed, the
reference to the future generations
–expressed or not - is always inside the
sustainable development, since the
preservation of the environment for the future
generations takes up a central position in the
mentioned concept.

The 1 992 Rio Declaration covers substantive
principles and procedural elements, as the
participation in the decision-making process
by the public and the environmental impact
assessment. As far as the substantial
aspects, Principle 4 of the Rio Declaration
envisages, inter alia, “the equitable allocation
of resources both within the present
generation and between the present and
future generations.
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At this point, the term “equitable” became a
basic element within the concept of
sustainable development but at the same
time we have to wonder what is the interest
of the future generations. Different concepts
are present in international law involving the
interest of mankind: the general interest of
mankind, the common heritage of mankind,
and also the Convention on the protection of
the world heritage (UNESCO, 1 972).
In this context, intergenerational learning has
its place within the sustainable development
However, it has to be added that it is difficult as indicated in the Agenda 21 which devoted
to translate into rights the commitment of
chapter 36 to the education at the aim to
States in favour of future generations. The
promote sustainable development by
rights of future generations are indeed
increasing public awareness and training.
inherent to any aspect concerning the
Education is a fundamental clue to promote
environmental protection and preservation of an active participation of people on
natural resources.
environmental processes they are concerned
with.
Under this aspect it seems that a
consolidated practice has gathered some
The Aarhus Convention (adopted on June
level of commitment by States and a moral
1 998 and entered into force on 2001 ) on
responsibility to future generations seems to Access to Information, Public Participation in
be well established. On the contrary, in case Decision-making and Access to Justice in
of lack of representation, future generations Environmental Matters, provides a new
cannot stand before courts or international
model of governance whose principal aim is
institutions.
to impose on states some obligations towards
their citizens.
In this context, the contribution of
intergenerational life long learning plays a
fundamental role in strengthening the
protection of environmental and traditional
values in mountain regions, promoting better
awareness and education towards an active
behaviour in participatory processes for the
management of these areas as provided by
current international law.
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Use the Big Foot documents for
intergenerational learning
activities
Download the BIG FOOT intergenerational
approach handbook, the toolkit and the
guidelines on participatory mapping online
from http://www.bigfootproject.eu/publications.html
The Intergenerational Approach Handbook
has been developed as a facilitator guide for
communities, organisations and individuals
by providing a framework to plan how
activities can be developed to address their
particular interests and to be a gateway to a
range of resources to support and inform this
planning. The Handbook, based on current
intergenerational programmes, initiatives and
practices, can be also used as a reference
document for people already engaged in
programmes by presenting procedures for
assessing and evaluating those activities.
The Transferability Tool Kit provides an
example of an intergenerational learning
initiative, tested in three communities:
Berkovitsa, Bulgaria, Gubbio, Italy and
Trikala, Greece. The aim of the Tool Kit is to
provide a detailed description of modalities
and approaches for using the
Intergenerational Community Service
Approach as a tool for sustainable
development and to inspire application of the
same approach in other communities, based
on the experience of the Big Foot Project
partners.

The Participatory Mapping Methodology
and Guidlines were developed with the aim
to give both a theoretical and a practical
framework for the participatory mapping and
community consultation context that the three
Big Foot project partners involved in
Experimentation have conducted during
experimentation in their respective areas.
Contact:
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